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Write an essay on any TWO of the following. Each answer should be written in
no more than 6 sides (3 pages). Each question is worth 50 marks.

1. According to Durkheim, the function of religion is to create social cohesion in
society. However, in modern societies, it is not religion but secularism that
provides a structure and binds people together into a common collective. How far
is this statement relevant in the Indian context? Critically examine with examples.

2. “The borders between classic maleness and femaleness are much greyer than
people realize... we’re mixed bags, all of us (Angier 1994).” Elaborate on the
statement using anthropological discourses on gender, sex, sexuality.

Discuss your response in light of the recent juridical debates on same-sex
marriage in India.

3. Discuss the influence of colonialism on anthropology and sociology. How have
calls for decolonizing anthropology and sociology in the 21st century shaped our
understanding of epistemic injustices?

4. What in your view is more useful as an analytical category in the contemporary
sociology of India - ‘caste’ or ‘class’? Based on the readings you have done, please
provide an overview of the debate on any one of them with examples to support
your answer.

5. Examining the trajectory of multi-species ethnography within the tradition of
socio-cultural anthropology, comment on the significance of this approach to
ethnographic research in contemporary times. Draw on examples from texts you
are familiar with to construct your answer.
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