
ENTRANCE EXAM - PHILOSOPHY 

16 May 2023 | Max Marks: 100

Part I:

Passage comprehension {40 marks – 8 marks for each part}

Read the following excerpt carefully and answer the questions that follow.

"Our body is in the world as the heart is in the organism; it keeps the visible 

spectacle constantly alive, it breathes life into it and sustains it inwardly, and with it 

forms a system. To perceive, then, is not to have sensations or to experience sense 

data (in the psychological meaning of these terms), but to have a world around us – 

to find ourselves in the midst of a spectacle which is simply there, without our 

being able to reduce it to sensations or to a sum of sense qualities, and without any 

reference to a 'mind' which is supposed to produce the sensations and organize 

them into a world. We do not come to the world equipped with a set of fixed 

responses, but with a capacity to respond that is as open as the world is rich. Every 

perception is an exploration in which we implicate not only our sense organs and 

our nervous system but also our body and our mind, our past and our future, our 

desires and our beliefs. Perception is the opening up of possibilities, the creation of 

new ways of being in the world."

a)What is perception?

b) What role does our body play in perception?

c) How is perception related to sensation?

d) How would the author of this paragraph respond to the claim that “ 
intentionality is the mark of the mental”?

e) Name two philosophers who would agree with the views expressed in 
this paragraph. Briefly justify your answer.



Part II

Short Note (20 x 3 = 60)
Answer any three of the following questions in about 500-700 words:

1. Do you think the choice of personal pronouns (I, we, he, you) in philosophical 
writing makes a difference to the thoughts that are expressed? Give a reasoned 
response.

2. Is existence a predicate? What is the significance of this question for contemporary 
philosophy?

3. ‘Beliefs are mental states that represent the world, and the way they represent the 
world is by having representational or intentional content; their intentional content is 
a proposition’ Can you think about possible reasons to criticize this view on the 
nature of belief?

4. Alan Turing thought that the question “Can machines think?” should be replaced by 
the question “Can we create a machine whose responses to questions are 
indistinguishable from those of a human being?” Do you agree with Turing that these 
questions are equivalent? Give a reasoned response.

5. Some thinkers have argued that same-sex marriage should not be legalised because it 
is not consonant with Indian ideals. Do you agree? Give a reasoned response.

6. PF Strawson once drew a distinction between ‘descriptive’ and ‘revisionary’ 
metaphysics. Explain the distinction with the help of examples.

7. Are colours real? Discuss.
8. “True freedom does not consist in guaranteeing fundamental rights, but in 

conquering our desires and fears.” Do you agree? Give a reasoned response.
9. Write a short note on Madhyamaka philosophy.
10. Are there skeptical elements in Indian philosophy? Discuss.
11. What do you think are the features of a good explanation, and are there differences 

between explanations, interpretations, and justifications?  Discuss.
12. A deep learning model  for  image classification has been trained on a very large 

database of cat pictures.  It  can now correctly classify novel images, those which 
were not  part  of  the training set.  The model  accurately identifies  cats  in  natural 
photographs at human-level performance. From the perspective of a philosopher, do 
you think that such a model knows what a cat is, or knows what a cat looks like?  
Explain.

13. Close your eyes and visualize a blue cube. Now that you have done that, ask yourself 
this  question:  where  is  that  blue  cube  located?  Consider  various  responses  and 
analyze them critically.

14. Suppose the evidence does not help us decide whether a scientific theory is true. Do 
you think simplicity in a theory is indicative of its truth? Why? Discuss what other 
virtues one should look for in a scientific theory.

15. Do you  think  that  with  advances  in  brian  imaging  technology  and  decoding  of 
patterns in neural activity data, neuroscientists would be able to “read minds''? Give 
a reasoned response.
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